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TOTAL LOSS
OF THE

 

WALTER HOOD.
 

TWELVE LIVES LOST
 

FEARFUL SUFFERING OF THE

SURVIVORS.

At an early hour on Saturday morning a
&nbsp;

telegram

was received by the
Government,

con- &nbsp;

veying

the
startling

and
melancholy

intelligence &nbsp;
of the wreck of the ship Walter Hood, near

Cape St. George. Twelve lives have been lost.

Captain Latto, well known in this port, and

formerly chief officer of the William Duthie

and John Duthie, is
among the number. The

Walter Hood left London for Sydney in

January last, and had on board as passengers

two gentlemen of the name of Smith and one

named Haynes.
The first intimation of the disaster was con-

veyed in the following telegram, received on

Saturday morning, by Messrs. Montefiore,

Joseph, and Co., agents for the ship Walter

Hood, from the chief officer of the ill-fated

ship.

"Terrara, 10.5 a.m.—-Ship a total wreck,

between Ulladulla and Jervis Bay lighthouse.

Eleven men lost, and thirteen on the wreck.

Ten saved. Captain lost. No aid can be

rendered from the shore. Lifeboat or steamer

should be sent at once."

The Colonial Secretary also received infor-

mation of the wreck of the ship----which appears
to have occurred on Tuesday night-from the

police sergeant at Terrara, who stated that the
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Pearl (s.), stationed at Terrara, would be dis-

patched at daylight this morning. Mr. Samuel

gave instructions for sending out the Thetis
(s.)

Messrs. Montefiore, Joseph, and Co., at

10.45, received the following telegrams, by
which it was known that the unfortunate ship

was the Walter Hood, Captain Latto, from

London :—-" Terrara.-Chief officer ship Walter

Hood to Montefiore, Joseph, and Co., Sydney,
Ship total wreck between Ulludulla and Jervis

Bay lighthouse. Eleven men lost. Thirteen

on the wreck. Ten saved. Captain lost. No
aid can be rendered from shore. Lifeboat or

steamer should be sent at once." " Ship was

driven ashore in easterly gale on Tuesday
night, and was not seen till Friday morning.
Two men tried to take a line to ship, but could

not for surf. Captain Fletcher says Pearl,

steamer, will not be able to go in surf. He
will stop till steamer from Sydney. Chief
officer still at wreck, but sent messenger to

Terrara."

The Superintendent of Telegraphs (Mr. E. C.
Cracknell) received the following telegram,
which was handed to us for publication :—

" Walter Hood lost on Tuesday night, nine
miles north of Ulladulla. Captain Latto, one

passenger named Haynes, and twelve of the
crew drowned; two dead from exhaustion.
Survivors rescued at

daylight

this
morning

by
&nbsp;

Illalong, and will be in Sydney about 7 p.m.
Ship breaking up

fast. Beach covered with
wreck and cargo."

The steamer Thetis was, by order of the

Colonial Treasurer, at once dispatched, with
blankets, provisions, &c, and appliances for the
rescue of the survivors, and shortly after her
departure we received the following letter :

"
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" To the Editor of the Herald.--Saturday, 1.10

p.m. Sir,—We are glad to be enabled to have

your telegram just received, which, although

very disastrous, informs us of the rescue of
most of the crew.

"'

Walter Hood lost on

Tuesday night, nine miles north of Ulla-
dulla. Captain Latto, one passenger
named Haynes, and twelve of the crew

drowned. Two dead from exhaustion.
Survivors rescued at daylight this morning by
the Illalong (s.), and will be in Sydney about 7

p.m. Ship breaking up
fast. The beach covered

with wreck and cargo."' The above has been
handed to us through the kind courtesy of Mr.
Cracknell, to whom we are much indebted for
his attention in getting us every particular of
this melancholy disaster. Signals have been
made to the Thetis conveying this information,

and she will probably return to port. Yours
obediently, Montefiore, Joseph, and Co.

The anxiety for the safety of those on the
wreck was thus set at rest, and as it was known
they would arrive by the Illalong between 7
and 8 o'clock, a large crowd assembled on the
wharf. The survivors of the wreck, on landing at
the Company's Wharf, were met by Mr. Robin-
son, the superintendent of the Sailor's Home,
and were conveyed in an omnibus to that insti-

tution, where accommodation had been provided
by the order of the agents of the lost ship.

THE PARTICULARS.
The following are the particulars of this

lamentable event as related by Mr. Tickler, the
third officer :—-The Walter Hood, Captain
Latto, passed through the Downs on the 22nd
January, and had a moderately favourable pas-
sage to Cape Otway, which was passed on the
23rd ultimo, 90 days out ; she had a good run

through the Straits, and sighted Gabo Island
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Island
Light at 1 a.m. on Monday, 25th ultimo ; it

was
then blowing strong from S.E., the ship carry-
ing topgallant sails. At 3 a.m. on Monday, &nbsp;

a heavy squall struck the vessel, the top-
sails were blown from the bolt ropes, and
a seaman named Wilkie was washed over-
board. The ship being well clear of Cape
Howe was kept away, and fresh sails bent ; but
the breeze hardened to a violent gale, and the
fore and main topsails again were lost. A main
topgallant sail was then bent as a foretopsail,
and the ship kept her course under foresail,
foretopsail, mainsail, and foretopmast stay-
sail, the wind blowing a perfect hur-
ricane and a fearful sea running,
with thick dirty weather, but the ship behaved
well, and no danger was anticipated, when, at
5 p.m., on Tuesday 26th, land was sighted on
the starboard bow to windward. Captain
Latto, finding he could not weather the point,
attempted to stay her, but she would not come
round, and he then wore her round ou the

port

tack; the wind being from S.E. to
E.S.E.,

&nbsp;flying

about in
sudden

squalls, the
vessel

&nbsp;
heading

about S. by W., but it was
impossible

&nbsp;
to claw off on either tack ; night closed in, and
then Cape St. George light was seen astern ; no
land was observable to leeward, the weather
being too thick, and at about 8 p.m. she struck;
the port anchor was then let

go, which brought
her up head to sea. Captain Latto was forward
directing, when a sea broke on board, and, it is
supposed, drove him against the spars or bul-
warks; but the result was that some of his ribs
were broken ; he was at once conveyed to his
cabin and such assistance and remedies at com-
mand

and

were administered. The heavy seas
sweeping the decks fore and aft compelled all

hands to take shelter in the cabin, and so the
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and so thefirst night passed. Daylight of the 27th dis-
closed to the helpless crew more clearly their
dangerous situation. The vessel was within 150yards of the shore, but cut off from all
communication by a terrific surf, and the
ship breaking up and bumping heavily. At 6

a.m. the mizen mast was cut away to ease

her, but it
had little or no

effect; a boy named &nbsp;

Davis was carried overboard with it and was

drowned. By noon the decks had broken up,
and the ship settling on her port side the

cargo was continually being washed out.

About this time Captain Latto came

on deck, but was compelled to go below

again, and he was shortly after seen

floating away to leeward, the bulkhead of the

cabin having given way, he had been washed

out. No help could be rendered, and after a

few ineffectual struggles to regain the ship, he

sank, and was no more seen. The day

wore on, and still no help at hand.
The

&nbsp;

cracking timbers of the now fast diminishing

hull, and the ceaseless roar of rolling

surges, leaving but little hope to the half

drowned crew, who had been driven for shelter

to the after part of the poop, on the starboard

side. The wind, however, shifted to the

westward, giving some indication of a

lull and consequent abatement of the sea.

Mr. Haines, a passenger, was then induced to

attempt reaching the shore by swimming, but

was drowned. Ashton, a seaman, and Sinclair,

the boatswain, next made for the land, but

shared the same fate, the surf being too heavy

on the beach. That night Harry (the cook)

died from exhaustion. The next (Thursday)

morning, 28th, the weather proved fine, and the
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sea more moderate, when Williams and Branson,

two seamen, attempted to get a line ashore.

Branson, who had the line attached to him, was

drowned, Williams reaching the shore in

safely ; this gave some confidence, and one of

the boys succeeded in gaining the beach, fol-

lowed by Mr. Hewison (chief officer), and Mr.

Cullen (second officer); Coombes next at-

tempted, and was drowned. M'Pherson,

Lemon, and Moyes (seamen), and Gale, an

apprentice, went next—-M'Pherson and Gale

only being saved. Those on shore made

every endeavour to get a line to the wreck, but

with no success. The night was passed like

the two preceding ones---no food, no water,

and but faint hopes of seeing another day; still &nbsp;

those on the wreck held out. Friday, 29th,

proved a fine clear day, with still less

sea, and as it advanced several people were

seen on the beach. The Messrs. Smith

(passengers) swam ashore, leaving thirteen

souls on the wreck. That afternoon

at 5 o'clock they learnt the joyful intelligence

that help was at hand, but in their famished
state they were compelled to kill a dog be-

longing to the captain, which was eagerly

eaten, the blood being saved in a sou'-wester

and shared out. At midnight, a steamer's
lights were seen, but it was too dark for her

crew to attempt nearing the wreck, but the

next morning at 7 a.m. a boat came within reach

and by means of a line all got off the wreck and

were taken on board the Illalong (s.), where it is

needless to say, every attention and kindness
was shown them ; by her, they were brought on

to Sydney, and landed shortly after 9 p.m. The

spot where this sad occurrence took place is
on

the south side of Wreck Bay, a deep indent,

about 10 miles south of Cape St. George.
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What remains of the hull is lying

E. and W. The whole of the port side

is gone, and the greater portion of
the starboard side also. The cargo, with, the

exception of the iron, has been washed ashore,

and is scattered along the beach. During
Thursday night a dog belonging to Mr. Smith
kept up an incessant howling, and gave the
first intimation to the settlers in the neighbour-
hood of the disaster. The dog afterwards
swam ashore.

The following is a list of the crew and pas-
sengers : Drowned---Captain A. Latto ; Mr.
Haines, pessenger

; Sinclair, boatswain ; Ash-
ton, Julian, Branson, Combes, Moyes, Lemon,
Davis, seamen ; Harvey, cook. Saved-Mr.
Hewison, chief officer; Mr. Cullen, second
officer ; Mr. Tickler, third officer ; Berry,

steward; Thom, sailmaker; Gray, carpenter;
Turner, M'Pherson, Williams, Croy, Dunker-
ton, Parnell, Maul, Scott, Butchard, seamen ;

Gale, Sinclair, Lindsay, Wilson, Fenwick, and
a boy name unknown, apprentices.

The Walter Hood was owned by Messrs.
G. Thompson and Sons, of Aberdeen, and
arrived here on her first

voyage some sixteen

years ago, under the command of Captain
Sproat. Since then she has been constantly in
the London and Sydney trade. She had lately

been re-classed, and was well known to be a

faithfully-built and well-found ship in every
respect. Captain Latto, her late commander,
had carried her successfully through all the
dangers incidental to long voyages for four

years, previous to which he had served as chief
officer on board the ships John Duthie, William
Duthie, and Australian. By his kindly dispo-
sition and long association with the colony he
had gained many friends, who will learn with
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sorrow his sad fate.

Captain Hixson, superintendent of pilots, re-

ceived the news of the disaster at 11 a.m., and
by noon the steamer Thetis, belonging to the

Government, was supplied with blankets, pro-
visions, and spirits, leaving shortly afterwards
for the melancholy scene, having on board
several gentlemen connected with the various
insurance companies which were interested in
the wreck, Captain Hixson, Mr. Campbell,
from the office of Messrs. Montefiore, Joseph,
and Co., and the representatives of
the Press. On clearing the South Head,
the Thetis was signalled to and in-

formed that the survivors had been taken off
the wreck by the steamer Illalong, but Captain
Hixson decided upon going on for the purpose
of meeting the Illalong and ascertain whether
the vessel had broken up, and if he could do
any good by proceeding to the wreck. Upon
nearing Wollongong, smoke was observed on

the starboard bow, and subsequently the Illa-

long hove in sight. Captain Hixson at once

lowered his boat, and with Captain Norie and
Mr. G. H. Howell boarded her, and was
informed that the vessel was a complete wreck,
and that he had better return to Sydney, as the
police at Ulladulla were taking charge of every-
thing that went ashore. The Thetis' head was

accordingly turned for Sydney, where she
arrived at half-past 9 o'clock

p.m.
There was also on board the Thetis Mr.

St. Julian, landing waiter, and Mr. Curran,
tide waiter, who, with a boat's crew, were
dispatched in the interests of the Customs' de-
partment. They will probably be sent away
again by the first opportunity to relieve the
police of their responsibility.

We have
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We have been favoured by Mr. E. Manning,
Manager of the I. S. N. Co., who was on board
the Illalong when the sufferers were taken
from the wreck, with the subjoined par-ticulars :

"The Walter Hood left London on 20th
January, making a passage of ordinary
length, and without incident until sighting
Gabo Island on Sunday, 20th ultimo.

On that night a fearful gale from the
S.E. sprang up, carrying away almost an en-
tire suit of sails before there was any possibility
to furl them, and so furious was the gale thatsail

after sail was blown away before they could &nbsp;
be bent to the yards. In this crippled state shewas

driven nearer and nearer
to the land without &nbsp;

the possibility, an the existing state of the wind

and weather, to give, the ship any easting. On

passing Ulladulla, on the afternoon of Tuesday,

a full rigged ship was observed in this condition,

evidently
steering

north, but not more than  

three quarters ot a mile from the land, and it

was feared by many who saw her from the shore  

that her fate must be sealed. This proved to

be the Walter Hood, and at
8.30

on that
&nbsp;

evening she was
driven

on the edge of a reef
&nbsp;

about 200 yards from the shore, in a bay about

nine miles short of Ulladulla. It was not long

before the vessel begin to break up, and the

whole crew, and passengers, of whom there were

three, remained by the wreck, clinging to the

stern of the ship through this fearful night, the

bow being separated from the remainder of the

vessel and submerged in deeper water. The

morning brought no relief, the heavy sea break-

ing continuouly over the wreck and the surf ren-

dering it hopeless to reach the shore. Hopeless
indeed it proved, as, in the attempt do so, nine
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of the crew and Mr. Haines (a passenger) were

all drowned, chiefly owing to the heavy under-

tow. On the night on which the vessel struck

Captain Latto broke several of his ribs from

concussion, and on the following morning, in

the attempt to reach his cabin to save some

papers, he was, deeply to the regret

of those around, carried off by a heavy

sea, and sank to rise no more. The body was

seen on the second day by the survivors on the

wreck, but only to be dashed on the beach and

taken back by the receding tide. On Thurs-

day, the boatswain was killed by the concussion

of the sea, his skull having been fractured

against some portion of the ship or standing

rigging. On Friday, the cook and a seaman

died from exposure and exhaustion ; the

weather however slightly moderating. The
first and second officers, two Messrs. Smith

(passengers), and five of the ship's company,
being expert

swimmers,

made a suc-

 

cessful attempt to reach the shore,

where they were received by
several

&nbsp;
residents in the neighbourhood who had

gone round to the scene of the disaster to

administer to the necessities of the occasion.

To such a state had the band of thirteen now

left
upon the fragment of wreck been re-

duced that a dog belonging to one of the

party was killed on the evening of Friday, and

its blood was divided amongst them in their
last extremity. Most providentially ,

the Illa-

long (fc ) arrived at Ulladulla on that night

from Sydney, and on receiving intelligence of

the catastrophe, orders were at once given by
the manager of the company, who happened to

be on board, to proceed to the scene of dis-

aster, and this was reached about midnight.

A lifeboat, fully manned, was lowered, and
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was

made fruitless

attempt at
rescue,

and
after &nbsp;

two hours
returned

to the
steamer.

The &nbsp;

usual lights were kept burning on board until
daybreak,

for the purpose

of
reassuring

the
&nbsp;

poor fellows to whom death was so imminent,
and soon as dawn broke the boat was again &nbsp;

sent, and after ineffectual attempts at
&nbsp;

length succeeded in bringing all off in safety.

Loud were the shouts from their more fortunate
comrades on shore when the last man was

safety embarked from the wreck. Their neces-

sities were then carefully and amply adminis-

tered to on board, and the Illalong left for
Sydney. &nbsp; &nbsp;

The following is the manifest: -

"Walter Hood, from
London:

152
bars,

7 bundles
iron, 120

casks whiting, 200 casks bottled beer, 50 hogsheads, 58
packages; Learmonth, Dickinson, and Co ; 61

plates,

8
&nbsp;

packages, Australian Gas Company; 350 casks bottled
beer, 315 hogsheads, G Thornton; 1

cask,

A Cox; 3 cases,

C. J. Muller and Co ; 25 rolls lesd, Goodlet and Smith;
100 caes bottled beer, 40 cases, 4 hogsheads, J .Taylor; 4
packages, J.

Baptist and Son: 20 cases corks, Fanning,
Griffiths, and Co ; 7 casks, W. Mac Donnell and Co ; 8
packages,

Bank of New SouthWales;

1 package, H.

M.
&nbsp; &nbsp;

Whitehead and Co
;

1 cask, Duguid and Co ;

1 case, C. Foell
; 35 hogsheads, 10 quarter-casks, W.

Wolfen

and Co. ;
1

case,

W. H.
Holborrow

;
1

package,

&nbsp; &nbsp;

Mrs S McCloed
;

1
case, J. B North, 1000 coils wire,

Caird, Paterson and Co.
;

1 package, Mrs Rymer; 1

case. H Austin and Co.
; 2 packages, J Vickery ,

l case,

Hibberr and Wright; 5 packages, Hardy, Brothers; 14

&nbsp;

trunks, tidswell,

Wilson, and Co. ; 3

packages,

R
Binnie

;
8 packages

Rev. Mr. Jolly
, 5

packages,

W.
Moflitt,

3
&nbsp;

packages, Greville and Co;
3

packages,

W.R.
Pidding- &nbsp;

&nbsp;
ton; 71

packages,

J.
Hughes

, 87

packages,

&nbsp;
H. Miller; 1 package , R.

Smyth;

87 packages,

J. J. Moore; I package, E and W. Paul;
3 cases, C

.Davis;

5
cases,

H.
Bull;

3
packages,

Reading &nbsp;
Son, and Steffanomi;

7

packages,

L
and

E.
Hordern;

9 &nbsp; &nbsp;

&nbsp;

packages, A. Hordern and Sons; 6 packages, A, J. S
Bank; 1 case, Rabone, 8 drums, Scott, Henderson, and
Co ; 2 packages, D. Nicol; 125 packages 288 rails, Rail-

&nbsp;

way Commissioners; 1 case, H. Moore, 300 casks cement,
Stewart, Garrick, and Co ;

1 case, E. Knox ; 7 casks,
106 cases, Parbury, Brothers;

31

packages,

J.
&nbsp;

&nbsp;

Jacobs and Co; 1 case, W Piddington; 9 packages, &nbsp;
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and 1 case, Piddington; 9 packages, &nbsp;

M'Donald, "Smith, and Co; 4 packages, S. P. Laroombe
and Co ; 1

case,

L. Lamy and Co;
1 packages, Elvy and &nbsp;

&nbsp;

Co ; lease, Stewart Murrav;
2cases;

J.
Muller,

268 &nbsp; &nbsp;

packages, Prince, Ogg, and Co
; 8 casks, F. Green; 9

cases, M. C Haigh; 30 packages, Bloomfield and Whita
ker;

12
packages,

G. E
Crane;

160
bundles

hoops, &nbsp;
Marsden and Son ; 22

packages

,
F. Mitchell and

Co ; 14 casks, Hibbert and Wright; 1 cases,

Bigsgs and
Abigail;

25
bales,

2 cases, Montelioro,
Joseph,

and Co ; 47 pipes 7
packages,

C. Brown;
&nbsp;

&nbsp;
&nbsp;

226 packages, E. Chapman and Co ; 8 packages Young
and Lark ; 82 bundles tubes, I cask,

McIIwraith

and Co ; &nbsp;

21 packages, Dalton, Brothers; 100 casks bottled beer, H.
H. Moore ; 200 casks bottled beer, 210 sacks salt, 186

pipes, 235 axle blocks, 526 bars, 101 bundles iron,

89
bales

&nbsp;

oakum, 100 hogsheads, 20 quarter casks, 32
bales,

2567 &nbsp;

packages , Order.


